“The Mandate”
Adopted by the working group at its meeting on 12-13 Nov. 2005 in Austria.
The Mandate of the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network 

Working Group on Palestine/Israel and Palestinians

Formed under the Barcelona Process, the Euro-Mediterranean Human Rights Network (EMHRN) established the Working Group on Palestine/Israel and Palestinians (hereafter: “the Working Group”) in 2001. This Working Group is a network of human rights defenders and activists in the Euro-Med region, committed to universal human rights values and standards. The Working Group is dedicated to using exclusively peaceful means to reach its goals based on standards of international law, including international human rights and humanitarian law. The Working Group advocates that all actors in the conflict abide by these principles.

The main goals of the Working Group are to promote and protect human rights regarding the following:

1) Ending the Israeli occupation, and realising the Palestinians’ right to self-determination, in accordance with international law including UN resolutions.
2) Respecting the rights of the Palestinians in the Occupied Palestinian Territories and in host countries, in accordance with international human rights and humanitarian law.
3) Realising the rights of the Palestinian refugees in accordance with UN Resolution No. 194.
4) Securing the rights of Palestinian citizens of Israel based on international covenants and conventions ratified by Israel.

5) Advocating the right of civilians to protection under international humanitarian law.
In order to achieve these goals, the Working Group will:

a) Raise public awareness of the violations of international human rights and humanitarian law, locally and internationally. The Working Group will, inter alia, carry out activities, such as writing reports; forming coalitions; conducting media outreach campaigns; and convening seminars and conferences. The Working Group will also lobby before the national states and entities of the Euro-Med region and before the institutions of the European Union and the United Nations;

b) Organise training activities on human rights advocacy, lobbying, and legal advocacy, and work to strengthen the capacity of all EMHRN Working Group members, by sharing experiences, skills and expertise.
c) Utilise the frameworks and mechanisms of the Barcelona Process and of the EU, including but not limited to the Association and Interim Association Agreements between the EU and its Mediterranean partners, as well as the European Neighbourhood Policy and Action Plans, in order to strengthen regional human rights enforcement mechanisms, and ensure that states and entities abide by their international and regional obligations.
d) Lobby to ensure the inclusion of international law and human rights principles and their enforcement in any agreement made towards ending the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.
